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SUBJECT: CONVERSATION WITH LOUIS DUPREE 

LEADING APGHANOLOGIST LOUIS DUPREE FORTUITOUSLY RETURNED 
PROM CHINA DAY ALTER COUP AND MADE POLLOWING OBSERVATIONS 
TO DEPARTMENT OPPICERS. 

1. DUPREE BELIEVED LEFTIST COUP AND "BLOODBATH" WAS 
INEVITABLE AND IT WAS JUST A QUESTION OP TIMING. HE 
BELIEVES NOW THAT APGHANS HAVE "TASTED" BLOOD THERE WILL 
BE A PROLONGED PERIOD OP POLITICAL INSTABILITY AND OTHER 
ATTEMPTED COUPS. IN SHORT THIS WAS BEGINNING OP A CON- 
TINUING POWER STRUGGLE AND IT IS LIKELY THAT MORE BLOOD 
WILT. BE SHED. 
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2. DUPREE BELIEVES THERE ARE SERIOUS DOCTRINAEVENTUALLY 
BETWEEN TWO GROUPS COMPRISING KHALQ WHICH MAY EVENTUALLY 
SPLIT THEM APART. THUS FAR ONLY THING THAT HAS KEPT THEM 
TOGETHER WAS THEIR HATRED FOR MOHAMMEDZAIS. HE SAYS THERE 
ARE PERSONALITY DIPPERENCEBETWEEN LEADERS OP TWO GROUPS. 
THUS THERE MAY BE AN EVENTUAL COUNTER-COUP PROM WITHIN 
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KHALQ LEADERSHIP. 

3. DUPREE DOES NOT BELIEVE KHALQTSWERE ALL THAT STRONG 

BUT THEY SUCCEEDED BECAUSE "THEY HAD CONTROL OF NEXUS 
OF POWER". 

4. DUPREE SEES POSSIBILITY OF GUERILLA WARFARE IN TRIBAL 
AREAS. THIS COULD BEGIN THIS WINTER BECAUSE AFGHANS 
MUCH PREFER FIGHTING IN WINTER. HE BELIEVES DAOUD WAS 
GREATLY RESPECTED BY TRIBAL LEADERS BECAUSE FORMER 
PRESIDENT HAD SPENT MUCH OF HIS EARLY CAREER IN 
JALALABAD. DUPREE THINKS IF TRIBES DO START SOMETHING 
TEMPTATION FOR PARS TO START "DIDDLING" ACROSS FRONTIER 
MIGHT BE IRRESISTABLE. THIS KIND OF "FOREIGN ADVENTURE" 

MIGHT DIVERT PAKS FROM INTERNAL PROBLEMS. 

5. DUPREE BELIEVES IT MIGHT BE IN INTEREST OF NEW REGIME 
TO RESURRECT PUSHTUNISTAN ISSUE. HE SAID KHALQISTS HAD 
THOUGHT DAOUD WAS TOO SOFT ON PUSHTUNISTAN. 

6. DUPREE FEELS PRIMARY MOTIVATION OF COUP LEADERS WAS 
TO "GET RID OF" MOHAMMEDZAIS. HE BELIEVES MANY OF THOSE 
KILLED DURING COUP WERE MOHAMMEDZAIS BECAUSE IF THEY 
WERE NOT ALL ELIMINATED THE BLOOD FEUD (HATFIELD-MC COY) 
WOULD CONTINUE. HE DESCRIBES NEW LEADERS AS SOCIALIST- 
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NATIONALISTS. HE SAID QADIR DEFINITELY A MEMBER OF 
KHALQ (TARAKI GROUP). 

7. DUPREE NOTED THAT TARAKI HAD NEVER BEEN ANTI-AMERICAN. 

IN FACT TARAKI HAD SPENT SOME TIME IN US 

8. DUPREE DOES NOT FEEL SOVIETS WERE BEHIND COUP OR 
KNEW ABOUT IT MUCH IN ADVANCE. IN 1973 COUP MANY 

SOVIET DIPLOMATS WERE CALLED BACK TO MOSCOW FOR CONSULTA- 
TION, A CLEAR SIGN THEY DID NOT KNOW WHAT WAS GOING ON. 

THE SAME THING MAY HAPPEN AGAIN. 

9. DUPREE THINKS THAT NEW REGIME IN BEGINNING MAY ACT 
CAUTIOUSLY TO REASSURE CONSERVATIVE ELEMENTS. HOWEVER 
THERE MAY ALSO BE MUCH ANTI-AMERICAN RHETORIC AND IT MAY 
BE FASHIONABLE TO BE ANTI-AMERICAN. NEW GROUP THOUGH 

IS PRIMARILY NATIONALIST AND DESPITE PROBABLE ANTI- 
AMERICAN RHETORIC THEY WILL WISH TO CONTINUE SOME SORT 
OF BALANCING ACT, REMAIN NON-ALIGNED AND RETAIN SOME SORT 
OF AMERICAN PRESENCE. 

10. IN A SUBSEQUENT CONVERSATION AFTER APPOINTMENT OF 
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TARAKI ANNOUNCED,DUPREE AGAIN ASSERTED THAT IT WOULD BE A 
MISTAKE EOR US TO LOOK UPON TARAKI AS PRO-RUSSIAN. HE IS 
MUCH MORE OE A NATIONALIST AND WHEN IN US WAS ACCUSED OF 
BEING A CIA AGENT. DUPREE DOES NOT THINK THAT THE SOVIETS 

WILL BE ABLE TO CONTROL HIM. 

1 1 . DUPREE ANTICIPATES THERE WILL BE SUBSTANTIAL IN- 
FIGHTING AMONG LEADERS OF NEW GROUP. AS APPOINTMENTS ARE 
ANNOUNCED HE WILL BE LOOKING AT BALANCE BETWEEN PARCHAM 
AND KHALQ ELEMENTS AND AT MILITARY-CIVILIAN RATIO. SUCH 
BALANCING IS EVIDENT IN APPOINTMENTS OF NEW CO-MINISTERS 
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS MUKAMEL (A CLOSE FRIEND OF BABRAK AND 
A PARCHAMIST) AND DOST (A KHALQI). 
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12. DUPREE BELIEVES THAT NEW REGIME MAY TRY TO PRESENT 
IMAGE OF A LEFT OF CENTER COALITION. FOR THESE PURPOSES 
THEY MAY DRAW DOWN INTO THEIR INTELLECTUAL SOIL-BANK 
AND PULL OUT PEOPLE LIKE RAWAN FARHADI IN ORDER TO BURNISH 
THEIR IMAGE. CHRISTOPHER 
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